Irradiation can harm the environment

Food irradiation affects the
environment in fwo major ways:

1) As a nuclear industry, iradiation
is part of the global nuclear fusl

cycle.

2) As a tool of agribuginass,
irradiation i used to manipulate
food technologically, at the
expense of more natural and
sustainable production practices.

Irradiation is used to extend sheilf life,
facilitating increased global trade
and therefore longer storage times
and "food miles" - the distance your
meal travels.

Muclear food cycle:
The global irradiation industry relies
almost entirely on nuclear materials.
The majority of irradiation facilities
worldwide use Cobalt-60, a
et of the nuclear industry.
Caesium 137, & nuclear waste
product, is alse permitied in the US
and other countries.

The nuclear eyele (& noither clean nor
sustainable. 1 produces waste that is
radioactive for thougands of years and
leaves a legacy of environmental
destruction and human  health
impacts, such as cancer, leukemia
and birth defects.

Uranium mines, nuclear reactors and
iradiation facilites are often pushed
an unwilling communities, wviolating
democratic principles and indigenous
land rights.

Avoiding irradiated  products
means supporting socially just and
ecologically friendly food
production practices.

Irradiation can harm Australian farmers

Irradiation can impact Australian
farming in several ways:

® (rradiation compromises  Australian

food's clean green reputation,

# (rradiation can help praduced
products anter the Australian market.
= |rradiation supports large-scale

centralised farming over family farms.









