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Food Ir radiat ion Awareness 2005
The 2004 Food I r radiat ion Awareness
Tour ­  where to from here…

I n  l a t e  N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 5 ,  t h e  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n
W a t c h  t e a m  e m b a r k e d  o n  a  “ n a t i o n a l ”   ( E a s t
C o a s t ! )  s p e a k i n g  t o u r.    T h e  “ F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n
Aw a r e n e s s  To u r ”  e n a b l e d  u s  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  a
n a t i o n a l  a u d i e n c e  r a i s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n  a m o n g s t  c o n s u m e r s ,  f o o d  p r o d u c e r s ,
p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  w e
v i s i t e d  ­  V i c t o r i a ,  A C T,  N S W,  Q u e e n s l a n d  ­  a n d
f u r t h e r  a f i e l d .   G r o u p s  i n  S A  a n d  W A ,  r e g i o n a l
N S W  a n d  Q l d ,  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  t o u r  h e l p i n g  s p r e a d
t h e  w o r d  a b o u t  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  t o  r e g i o n s  w e
w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  v i s i t .

O u r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w e r e  a l s o
s t r e n g t h e n e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  To u r ’ s
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  k e y n o t e  s p e a ke r  We n o n a h  H a u t e r,
D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  C i t i z e n ’ s  C r i t i c a l  M a s s  a n d
E n e r g y  P r o g r a m ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .   P u b l i c  C i t i z e n
h a s  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  c o n s u m e r  a d v o c a c y  a n d  h a s
b e e n  a  m a j o r  p l a y e r  i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  t o  s t o p  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n  i n  t h e  U S A  a n d  w o r l d w i d e .    I n
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  T o u r,  P u b l i c  C it i z e n  r e l e a s e d
a  r e p o r t  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n :  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  B e y o n d ,
F r o m  N a r a n g b a  t o  t h e  C o l d  W a r  a n d  B a c k ,  w h i c h  i s
a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  W a t c h  w e b s i t e .

A u s t r a l i a n   s p e a k e r s  o n  t h e  t o u r  i n c l u d e d :   F r a n
J e l l ,  f r o m  t h e  E a s t  N a r a n g b a  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n
G r o u p  a n d  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  W a t c h ,  A n d r e  L e u ,
f r o m  t h e  O r g a n i c  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  B o n n y
Ba u e r,  f r o m  t h e  Q l d  O r g a n i c  P ro d u c e r s
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  W e s t o n - P r i c e  F o u n d a t i o n ,  a n d
R o b e r t  P e k i n   f r o m  F o o d  C o n n e c t .

Right:Right:Right:Right:Right: US  Advocate group Public
Citizen's own Wenonah Hauter toured
many East coast locations  for the
Food Irradiation Watch Speaking Tour
in November 2004.  Wenonah Hauter
has worked extensively on energy,
food, water and environmental issues
at the national, state and local level.
Public Citizen play a key role in the
global opposition to food irradiation
and have provided enormous support
to our campaign here in Australia.

food irradiation: unsafe, unnecessary, unwanted
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To u r  a c t i v i t i e s  v a r i e d  f r o m  r e g i o n  t o  r e g i o n ,
i n c l u d i n g ,  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s  i n  M e l b o u r n e ,
Sy d n e y,  B r i s b a n e ,  C a i r n s  a n d  At h e r t o n ,  a
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  f o r u m  i n  C a n b e r r a ,  o t h e r
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  p o l i t i c i a n s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,
w o r k s h o p s ,  s t r a t e g y  m e e t i n g s ,  a c t i o n s ,  a n d
m e d i a  i n t e r v i e w s .

T h e  To u r  p r ov i d e d  s o m e  e xc i t i n g
n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a s  c a m p a i g n e r s
m e t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  e n v i r o n m e n t ,
p o l i t i c a l ,  h e a l t h  a n d  c o n s u m e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y .    S o m e  h i g h l i g h t s  w e r e
s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  M i n d ,  B o d y  a n d  S p i r i t  E x p o
i n  S y d n e y  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t u r a l
H e a lt h  S o c i e t y,  a n d  t h e  f o r u m  i n  Pa r l i a m e n t
H o u s e ,  C a n b e r r a ,  c o - s p o n s o r e d  b y  Q l d
S e n a t o r  J o h n  C h e r r y  a n d  V i c t o r i a n  M P  M a r i a
Va mv a k i n o u .   B o t h  a u d i e n c e s  w e re
e n g r o s s e d  b y  W e n o n a h ,  s p e a k i n g  f r o m  a n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  F r a n ,  s p e a k i n g  a s
a  l o c a l  l i v i n g  n e a r  a n  i r r a d i a t i o n  p l a n t ,  a n d
A n d r e ,  s p e a k i n g  o n  o r g a n i c s  a n d
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  i r r a d i a t i o n .

A n o t h e r  h i g h l i g h t  w a s  m e e t i n g  a l l  t h e
p e o p l e  w h o  h e l p e d  m a k e  t h e  t o u r  a  r e a l i t y
o r  a g r e e d  t o  h a v e  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  o u r
s p e a k e r s .   T h e  t o u r  w a s  r u n  e n t i r e l y  b y
v o l u n t e e r s ,  a n d  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d
w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p ,  g r e a t  o r a g n i s i n g  s k i l l s  a n d
p a t i e n c e  o f :  f r i e n d s  i n  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  E a r t h ,
F it z r oy,  B r i s b a n e ,  Sy d n e y  a n d  C a n b e r ra ,  t h e
O r g a n i c  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  S e a r c h
F o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  W o m e n
( N S W )  N u c l e a r  F r e e  A u s t r a l i a ,  N o r t h e y
S t re e t  C it y  Fa r m ,  Ya  Ba s t a  C o m m u n it y
C e n t r e ,  t h e  B e e r b u r u m  C S A ,  t h e  M a l e n y
F o o d  C o - o p ,  t h e  C a i r n s  f o o d  c o - o p ,  Q l d .
O r g a n i c  P r o d u c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  A C F,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
C o n s u m e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,   t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
D e m o c r a t s ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  L a b o r  P a r t y  ,  t h e
G r e e n s ,  G r e e n p e a c e ,  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
A d vo c a c y,  t h e  N a t u r a l  H e a lt h  S o c i e t y,
H a p p y  H i g h  H e r b s ,  E N u F F  B y r o n ,  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  2 X X  ( C a n b e r r a ) ,
3 C R  ( M e l b o u r n e )  a n d  4 Z z Z  ( B r i s b a n e ) .

W e  e v e n  g o t  t o  m e e t  t h e  C E O  o f
H o r t i c u l t u r e  A c c e s s  S o l u t i o n s  ( f o r m e r l y
S u r e b e a m )  w h o  i s  i n t e n d i n g  t o  b u i l d  a n  X -
r a y  b e a m  i r r a d i a t i o n  p l a n t  i n  C a i r n s .

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  5 . . .

Food
irradiation
eye
the newsletter of the fi
watchdog in australia

February 2005



F o o d  S t a n d a r d s  u p  f o r  r e i v e w
a  b r i e f  b r i e f  b y  R o b i n  T a u b e n f e l d

F o o d  S t a n d a r d s  A u s t r a l i a  N e w  Z e a l a n d
( F S A N Z )  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a c c e p t i n g  s u b m i s s i o n s  o n
p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  m a y  a f f e c t  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o r

d e f i n i n g  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .
S u b m i s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  I n i t i a l
A s s e s s m e n t  r e p o r t   o f  P r o p o s a l
P  2 7 2  -  l a b e l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s
f o r  f o o d  f o r  c a t e r i n g  p u r p o s e s
a n d  r e t a i l  s a l e  -  a r e  d u e  F e b  2 3 .
S u b m i s s i o n s   f o r  P r o p o s a l  P 2 9 1

“ r e v i e w  o f  n o v e l  f o o d  s t a n d a r d ”  i s  d u e  M a r c h
2 .      T h o u g h  y o u  m a y  n o t  h a v e  t i m e  t o
r e s p o n d  t o  t h e s e  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t s ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t
t o  k e e p  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  i n  m i n d  a s  t h e y  c o m e
u p  f o r  f u r t h e r  p u b l i c  c o n s u l t a t i o n .    A  d r a f t
a n d  f i n a l  a s s e s s m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  o n  t h e s e
r e p o r t s / p r o p o s a l s ,  s o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  h a v e  a
c h a n c e  t o   r e s p o n d  t o  t h e m  l a t e r .

N o v e l  F o o d s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  “ N e w  F o o d s ’
-  o n e s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  “ t r a d i t i o n a l l y ”  i n  o u r  d i e t ,
o r  o n e s  t h a t  a  n e w  p r o c e s s  a lt e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y.
I n  t h e   U K  i r r a d i a t i o n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  “ N o v e l
P ro c e s s ”.

T h i s  r e p o r t  a n d  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  c l e a r l y  h a s
i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o f  p r o d u c t s  t h a t
a r e  “ t h e r a p e u t i c ”.    T h e r a p e u t i c  g o o d s  a re
c u r r e n t l y  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  l a b e l e d  a s
i r r a d i a t e d ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  h a t e  t o  s e e
i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  a r e  “ n e w ”  t o  o u r  d i e t
s l i p  t h r o u g h  a s  n o v e l  f o o d s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .

T h e  n o v e l  f o o d s  p r o p o s a l  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  l i n e
a t :
h t t p : / / w w w . f o o d s t a n d a rd s . g o v. a u /
s t a n d a r d s d e v e l o p m e n t / p r o p o s a l s /
p r o p o s a l p 2 9 1 r e v i e w o f 2 8 0 5 . c f m

T h e  L a b e l i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  p r o p o s a l   P 2 7 2
i n c o r p o r a t e s  m a n y  a r e a s  o f  c a t e r i n g  a n d  r e t a i l
o f  f o o d ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  h o s p i t a l  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l
f o o d ,  f o o d  f r o m  “ D e l i v e r e d  M e a l
O r g a n i s a t i o n s ”  ( D M O s )  a n d  e x e m p t i o n s  f o r
l a b e l i n g  f o r  c e r t a i n  r e t a i l  a n d  c a t e r i n g
s i t u a t i o n s .   U n d e r  F o o d  S t a n d a r d  1 . 2 . 1
L a b e l i n g  e x e m p t i o n s  e x i s t  f o r  c a t e r i n g
p u r p o s e s  a n d  f o o d  f o r  r e t a i l  s a l e  w h e n :   F o o d
t h a t  i s  o t h e r  t h a n  i n  a  p a c k a g e ,  f o o d  i s  i n  i n n e r
p a c k a g e s  n o t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  s a l e  w i t h o u t  a n
o u t e r  p a c k a g e … ,  t h e  f o o d  i s  m a d e  a n d
p a c k a g e d  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  f o r m  w h i c h  i t  i s
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s o l d ,  t h e  f o o d  i s  p a c k a g e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
t h e  p u r c h a s e ,  t h e  f o o d  i s  w h o l e  o r  c u t  f r e s h
f r u i t  o f  v e g e t a b l e s ,  e x c e p t  s p r o u t i n g  s e e d s  o r
s i m i l a r  p r o d u c t s ,  i n  p a c k a g e s  t h a t  d o  n o t
o b s c u r e  t h e  n a t u r e  o r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  f o o d ,  t h e
f o o d  i s  d e l i v e r e d  p a c k a g e d ,  a n d  r e a d y  f o r
c o n s u m p t i o n ,  a t  t h e  e x p r e s s  o r d e r  o f  t h e
p u r c h a s e r,  t h e  f o o d  i s  s o l d  a t  a  f u n d  r a i s i n g
e v e n t .   ( I n i t i a l  A s s e s s m e n t  r e p o r t  o f  P r o p o s a l
P  2 7 2  p 2 0 )  .
T h e re  a r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  h o w e v e r,  f o r  f o o d  f o r
r e t a i l  s a l e  t h a t  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  l a b e l i n g .
( H e n c e  i r r a d i a t e d  f r u i t ,  w h i l e  n o t  r e q u i r i n g  a
l a b e l  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y
s i g n a g e  n e a r b y  a t  p o i n t  o f  s a l e )

W h i l e  t h i s  r e v i e w  d o e s  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  c h a n g e
t h e  e x e m p t i o n s ,  i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  l i m i t  o r  e x p a n d
t h e m ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  r e t a i l  a n d  c a t e r i n g
s i t u a t i o n .   W e
r e a l l y  n e e d  t o  s e e  t h e  d e f i n e d  e x e m p t i o n s
c h a n g e d  t o  g e t  a l l  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  l a b e l e d .

T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  r a i s e s  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s
t o  c o n s i d e r,  h o w e v e r,  a s  f a r  a s  r e s p o n s i b il i t y
a n d  m e t h o d  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s s e m i n a t i o n .    A s
f r u i t  i s  e x e m p t  f r o m  l a b e l i n g ,  b u t  r e q u i r e s  a
d i s p l a y  s t a t e m e n t  n e a r b y  a t  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n a l
s a l e  -  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  t o  m e  t h a t  a  c a t e r e r  ­  f o o d
p r o v i d e r  ­  o r  r e s t a u r a n t  w i l l  k n o w  t h a t
i r r a d i a t e d  f r u i t  i s  i r r a d i a t e d  ­  i f  t h e y  w e r e  n o t
t h e  d i r e c t  p u r c h a s e r.   H o w  w i l l  t h e y  b e  a b l e  t o
b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ?   T h e r e
i s  a  s u g g e s t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a n d a r d  t h a t
b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s e e  f o o d  i s  a  c r i t e r i a  f o r  j u d g i n g
i t s  s u i t a b i l i t y.   U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  g e n e t i c
m o d i f i c a t i o n  a n d  i r r a d i a t i o n  a r e  i n v i s i b l e
p r o c e s s e s .   T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a   p r o p o s a l  t o  l i m i t
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  f o o d  f o r
c a t e r i n g  p u r p o s e s  w h e n  e x e m p t  f r o m  b e a r i n g
a  l a b e l  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n   ( p  5 2 )   t h a t  w o u l d  s e e m
t o  n e g a t e  e v e n   t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  n o t i f y  t h e
c a t e r e r  o f  a n  i r r a d i a t e d  ­  b u t  n o t  l a b e l e d
p r o d u c t  ­  b e i n g    i r r a d i a t e d .   M e a t  c a r c a s s e s
f o r  c a t e r i n g  a r e  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  l i k e l y  t o  b e
e x e m p t  f r o m  l a b e l i n g  a s  t h e y  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  n o t
b e  p a c k a g e d .   W i t h  t h e  i r r a d i a t i o n  o f  m e a t
p o s s i b l y  o n  t h e  c a r d s  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  w e  n e e d  t o
b e  v i g i l a n t  a b o u t  l o o p h o l e s  w h i c h  m a k e  i t
e a s i e r  f o r  i n d u s t r y  t o  d e c e i v e  ­  o r  d i s i n f o r m  ­
t h e  p u b l i c .

T h e  l a b e l i n g  p r o p o s a l  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n  l i v e  a t :
h t t p : / / w w w . f o o d s t a n d a rd s . g ov. a u / _ s r c f i l e s /
P 2 7 2 L a b e l l i n g R e q I A R F I N A L . p d f



Australia. She was worried
that the irradiated mangoes
could damage the reputation
of her orchard and spoil any
chance of exporting fruit to
New Zealand by more
traditional means.

The mangoes had already
been treated with the
insecticide dimethoate
against Queensland fruitfly for
the Australian market, and
she wondered why they
needed to be irradiated.

Friends of the Earth NZ
spokesman Bob Tait, who
campaigned against Steritech
attempts to build a food
irradiation plant here,
wondered whether high doses
of radiation from the isotope
cobalt 60 may have
chemically altered the
dimethoate already in the
fruit, or  if the blemishes were
caused by a pathogen too
small to have been damaged
by radiation, or by some
secondary infection which
would have lost its natural
immunity because of
sterilisation.

The mangoes bore a small
yellow sticker saying:
"Irradiated to protect the New
Zealand environment."
______________________

Exerpted from 'Zapped mango

imports break out in blotches'  -

New Zealand Sun Herald, January

8, 2005.
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Mangoes Irradiated in
Brisbane get mixed
reception in New
Zealand:::

"Queensland mango growers
are upset that their fruit was
irradiated and exported to New
Zealand - without their
knowledge - before erupting
with big black blemishes."

Nine tonnes of mangoes were
imported recently as the first
shipment of irradiated food to
arrive in New  Zealand.

Queensland grower Del
Norman, from Townsville, was
appalled to learn from the
Herald that her fruit  was
irradiated before breaking out in
blemishes.
"That fruit should not be off,"
she said. "It should be still
holding quite well if it's been
refrigerated properly and I
would say the irradiation is
what's done it - most definitely.

"I find that's pretty alarming. I
didn't even know it was in New
Zealand for a start. I didn't even
know it was being irradiated
and I am more than alarmed - if
not totally alarmed - that it's
breaking down after that time."

Mrs Norman said the batch
number on a box supplied to
the Herald by the Friends of
the Earth, which has been
monitoring the mangoes at the
Fruit World chain of shops in
Auckland, showed it was
picked and packed on
December 13.

She said a consignment
picked the next day remained
in very good condition within

US NEWS:  Irradiated food soon to
be radioact ive???   Read for
yourself  . . . . . . .  then take act ion!

A few days before Chr istmas, the Food and

Drug Administrat ion quiet ly announced that
they were grant ing an industry pet i t ion to
increase the permit ted energy level  of  X-rays

used to i r radiate food.  At  th is higher level ,  i t
is  possible for  the components of  the food to
become “act ivated” (become radioact ive).

The industry c la ims that any radioact iv i ty wi l l
be short- l ived.  But we think i t  is   nacceptable
that consumers should be asked to accept

any technology that creates radioact iv i ty,  no
matter what the level.   Addit ional ly, the FDA
has not required adequate studies of  the

changes, chemical  or  otherwise,  that  th is
increased dose could cause in food.

The higher doses wi l l  a l low large port ions of
food to be i r radiated in one blast  -  such as
shipping containers f rom overseas. Thus

increasing the already enormous amount of
imported meat and produce that  f loods U.S.
markets.  This t rend has forced tens of

thousands of  American farmers and
ranchers out of  business.

The FDA has a long history of  ignor ing the
wel l -documented heal th problems
associated wi th i r radiated foods, which can

be exposed to the equivalent of  up to 1 bi l l ion
chest X-rays.  Numerous heal th problems
have been observed in lab animals fed

irradiated foods, including premature death,
st i l lb i r ths,  mutat ions,  tumors,  organ damage
and stunted growth.  And, chemicals formed

in i r radiated foods cal led 2-ACBs have been
l inked to colon cancer promot ion in rats and
genet ic damage in human cel ls.

To learn more about food i r radiat ion,  v is i t  our
website at http://www.cit izen.org/cmep/



F o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n   -   I n d u s t r y  d e c i s i o n
o r  c o n s u m e r  c h o i c e ?

Anna  Ba rnes  o f  Food  I r r ad ia t i on  Wa tch

The fi rs t  sh ipment  o f i rrad iated Aust ra l ian mangoes
recent ly  arr ived in  New Zealand (NZ) .  I rrad iated at
nuclear  i rrad iat ion company, Stert iech ’s  fac i l i ty  in
Narangba, Queensland, n ine tonnes were imported for
pre-Chr is tmas sa les  by  Fus ion Market ing and are  be ing
so ld  by  the  Fru i tworld  cha in  o f s to res.  The manager  o f
Fru i tworld , Ronald  Chan was reported in  the NZ
Nat iona l  News as hav ing researched food i rrad iat ion on
the ‘ in ternet ’ and could see noth ing wrong wi th  the
i rrad iated mangoes.  Whi le  indust ry  and regu lat ing
bod ies  impose th is  cont rovers ia l  food techno logy  onto
the publ ic  how is  the  consumer  responding?  Would
consumers  knowingly  feed the i r  fami l ies  food that  has
been ster i l ized wi th  h igh ly  rad ioact ive mater ia l  known
as Coba l t -60?

Scient i f i c  s tud ies  s ince the 1950s have proven beyond
doubt  that  consumpt ion  o f i rrad iated  food causes
ser ious  hea l th  e ffec ts.  However, food i rrad iat ion  is
approved in  forty  count r ies  includ ing Braz i l , Canada,
France,  Pakis tan,  USA and more recent ly  Austra l ia  and
NZ,  main ly  fo r  p roduc ts  such as  dr ied  herbs  and sp ices
and teas.  Rad ioac t ive  exposure  fo r  food  i rrad iat ion  is
measured in  k i lograys.   Whi le  in  the USA,  Aust ra l ia  and
NZ have a  dose max imum of  30  k i lograys ,  a l l  o ther
count r ies  a l low on ly  10  k i lograys.  To  prov ide  some
unders tand ing o f the  compar ison, 30  k i lograys  is  the
equ iva lent  o f  a lmost  1  b i l l ion  chest  X- rays .

FSANZ (Food Standards Austra l ia  New Zealand)  admits
that  the publ ic  i s  genu ine ly  concerned about  food
i rrad iat ion .  They see th is  lack  o f acceptance as a
‘problem’ and be l ieve that  th is  ar ises  f rom consumers
not  hav ing suffic ient  in format ion to  determine the
sa fe ty  o f i rrad iated  food products.  Desp i te  FSANZ’s
o ffi c ia l  ob jec t ive  to  educate  consumers  on  food
i rrad iat ion  they prov ide on ly  one-s ided in fo rmat ion
which  is  in  favour  o f i rrad iated  food.  They have a lso
fa i led to  conduct  any independent  tes ts  yet  cont inue to
promote  the  techno logy  as  sa fe .

For  the  promoters  o f food i rrad iat ion , lack  o f
consumer  acceptance o f food i rrad iat ion  is  a
‘p roblem’ . Accord ing  to  a  survey by  the  Aust ra l ian
Consumer  Assoc iat ion , 93% of consumers  opposed
food i rrad iat ion when the morator ium was p lace in  the
late  1980s.  Consumers seem a lso jus t  as  unaccept ing
in  the  UK.  In  1989, a  survey  by  the  Ne i lson /Henry
Cent re  for  Forecast ing showed that  70% of consumers
d id  no t  want  to  buy i rrad iated produce, and a  fu rther
20% were uncerta in .  In  the same year, a  French
supermarket  ran  an exper imenta l  p romot ion  o f
i rrad iated s t rawberr ies h igh l ight ing the extended
per iod  that  the  f ru i t  wou ld  s tay  ‘ f resh ’ .  From the sa les
figures, i t  became clear  that  60% of shoppers  d id  no t
buy the s t rawberr ies.  Another  survey  in  1990 o f 200
UK food re ta i le rs, caterers  and manufacturers  reve led
that  the major i ty  would  not  hand le  i rrad iated food.

I f  Aust ra l ia  cont inues to  fo l low in  the  foo ts teps o f  the  Un i ted
Sta tes  we may see many more  food produc ts  such as  eggs ,
vegetables  and f resh meat  i rrad iated.  I rrad iat ion  o f meat  in
the Uni ted Sta tes has lead to  oppos i t ion f rom the Nat iona l
Jo in t  Counc i l  o f Food Inspect ion  Loca ls.  Vice  Cha i rperson,
Mr  Arthur  Hughes sa id  “The meat  indust ry  wants  to  use
i rrad iat ion  as  an excuse to  push inspectors  out  o f the i r
fac i l i t ies” , he a lso added “ I rrad iat ing meat  is  the meat
indust ry ’s  answer  to  fi l thy  meat  process ing prac t ices  that
leave meat  contaminated wi th  feaces,  ur ine and pus.
Consumers  wi l l  be  the losers, because no one wi l l  be  around
to  ensure  the  food supp ly  i s  sa fe.”   Consumers  are  a lso
re jec t ing  i rrad iated meat .  More  than 80 grocery  s tores  and
meat  markets  in  Flor ida and Wiscons in  have s topped se l l ing
i rrad iated meat  due to  consumer  res is tance.

A l though herbs  and sp ices  are  approved for  i rrad iat ing
wi th in  the UK, i rrad iat ion company Pur idec have ceased to
supp ly  herbs  and sp ices  fo r  genera l  consumpt ion  due to  the
res is tance by  supermarkets  and consumers  fo r  i rrad iated
foods.  However, many i rrad iated  produc ts  cont inue to
i l lega l ly  find the i r  way onto the supermarket  she lves
un labe l led  in  the  UK.  Tes ts  taken f rom food shops in  March
2001 by the BBC revealed that  un label led products  were
actua l ly  i rrad iated.  Out  o f 18  samples  o f she l l fi sh  sent  by
t rad ing  s tandards  o ffi ce rs  fo r  ana lys is  over  a  five -year
per iod, seven were  i rrad iated.

Consumers  aren’ t  a lone in  the i r  re jec t ion  o f i rrad iated food.
Skept ic ism o f i rrad iated  food is  a lso  shared by  schoo ls,
p roducers, o rgan ic  assoc iat ions  and government  bod ies
worldwide.

In  the US, the Bush admin is t rat ion approved i rrad iated meat
fo r  the i r  schoo ls  lunch program.   In  response 10  schoo l
d is t r ic ts  inc lud ing Los Angeles and Washington DC re jected
i rrad iated meat  w i th  some p lac ing an out r ight  ban on
i rrad iated  food.  Dur ing  the  publ ic  submiss ion  process  91%
of comments  opposed the  i rrad iat ion  o f meat .  On ly  3
schoo l  d is t r i c ts  p laced orders  fo r  i rrad iated  meat  –
Minnesota , Nebraska and Texas.  However, the i r  o rders  were
later  w i thdrawn due to  the h igher  cost  o f i rrad iated
products  and the  inadequate  in format ion  prov ided by  the
federa l  government .

The European Parl iament  p laced a temporary  ban on the
approva l  o f any  fu rther  food i rrad iat ion  app l icat ions  in
December  2002 in  response to  sc ient i f i c  research which
showed that  a  range o f tox ic  chemica ls  fo rmed in  i rrad iated
foods caused genet ic  muta t ions .   I ron ica l ly  the  day a f te r  the
EP announcement  Aust ra l ia  approved the i rrad iat ion of
t rop ica l  f ru i ts.

In  Aust ra l ia , nuclear  i rrad iat ion company, Ster iech Pty. L td
app l ied  to  FSANZ for  the  i rrad iat ion  o f herbs, sp ices, herba l
teas,  b lack teas,  o i l  seeds and nuts  under  Appl ica t ion A413.
Producers  in  the  black  tea indust ry  lobb ied heav i ly  aga ins t
hav ing the i r  black  tea i rrad iated.  Of the publ ic  submiss ions
rece ived by  FSANZ 94% were opposed to  the  app l ica t ion .
Desp i te  such s t rong pub l ic  oppos i t ion  FSANZ gave approva l
fo r  the  i rrad iat ion  o f herbs, sp ices  and herba l  teas.
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Communi ty  group, Food I rrad iat ion  Watch recent ly  hosted a
nat iona l  awareness tour  on food i rrad iat ion cover ing venues
in  Melbourne, Canberra , Sydney, Br isbane, Ca i rns and
Atherton.  The tour  was successfu l  in  reaching the broader
Aust ra l ian publ ic  and lobby ing to  bu i ld  support  aga ins t  the
i rrad iat ion  o f food.   S ign i fi can t  ou tcomes o f the  tour
inc lude;  the Organ ic  Federat ion o f  Aust ra l ia  propos ing that
products  wh ich  conta in  imported i rrad iated herbs  be no
longer  cert i fied  as  organ ic, and the  fo rmat ion  o f a
parl iamentary  food i rrad iat ion  work ing group wh ich  w i l l
focus  on ra is ing  quest ions  in  parl iament  and lobby fo r
label ing leg is lat ion to  ensure adequate and in format ive
labe l ing  o f i rrad iated products.  For  example, labe l ing
issues include; i rrad iated f ru i t  to  be ind iv idua l ly  labe led and
a broader  de f in i t ion  o f  “ food”  ident i f ied  to  inc lude a l l  th ings
enter ing the human food chain  inc lud ing the labe l ing of
i rrad iated therapeut ic  goods.

In  2003 the Aust ra l ia  Senate a lso passed a mot ion that
recognized that  the European Union in  December (2002)
imposed a  morator ium on the  fu rther  approva ls  o f food
i rrad iat ion due to  research about  the poss ible  heal th
e ffec ts, part icu larly  in  re lat ion to  cyclobutanones and that
Food Standards Aust ra l ia  in  the same month expanded the
l is t  o f foods that  can be i rrad iated in  Aust ra l ia  to  include a
range o f t rop ica l  f ru i ts.  The mot ion  a lso  recogn ized that  “a
number  o f communi ty  campaigners  chose to  fas t  in  p ro tes t
against  the approva l  o f food i rrad iat ion in  Aust ra l ia , argu ing
that  fas t ing is  safer  for  the i r  heal th  than eat ing i rrad iated
food” .  The Senate  a lso ca l led “on the Federa l  Government
to  urgent ly  commiss ion research on the hea l th  e f fec ts  o f
food i rrad iat ion  and to  fo l low the  lead o f the  European
Union in  not  approv ing any further  foods fo r  i rrad iat ion  unt i l
such research is  comple ted” .
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T h e  o u t c o m e  o f  a l l  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  w a s  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  n e t w o r k  o f
p e o p l e  k e e n  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  i s s u e  a n d
c o m m i t m e n t  f r o m  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  t a k e
t h e  c a m p a i g n  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l .   N o t a b l y,

*   T h e  O r g a n i c  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a  i s  l o o k i n g
i n t o  t o  d e c e r t i f y i n g  p r o d u c t s  w i t h  a r e
s u s p e c t e d  t o  c o n t a i n  i m p o r t e d  i r r a d i a t e d  h e r b s .
*    A  n u m b e r  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  o u r
c a m p a i g n  h a v e  f o r m e d  a  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  w h i c h  w i l l  f o c u s  o n
r a i s i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i n  p a r l i a m e n t ,  l o b b y  f o r
l a b e l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  a n d
i n f o r m a t i v e  l a b e l i n g  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .   F o r
e x a m p l e ,  l a b e l i n g  i s s u e s  i n c l u d e ;  i r r a d i a t e d  f r u i t
t o  b e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  l a b e l e d ,  b r o a d e r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f
f o o d  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  l a b e l i n g  o f
i r r a d i a t e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  g o o d s .
*   P u b l i c  C i t i z e n  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  r a i s i n g  f u n d s
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n
c a m p a i g n e r s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .   T h i s  w i l l  m a k e  i t  m u c h
e a s i e r  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  c a m p a i g n  i n  a
“ p r o f e s s i o n a l ”  m a n n e r  a n d  w i l l  a l l o w  a c t i v i s t s  t o
f o c u s  m o r e  c l e a r l y  o n  t h e  i s s u e .

T h e  t o u r  a l s o  h e l p e d  u s  c l a r i f y  c a m p a i g n  g o a l s
o r  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .
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With such an establ ished re jec t ion o f food i rrad iat ion
the quest ion remains – who actual ly  wants th is
technology?  Food shops in  Aust ra l ia  and New Zealand
are a l ready se l l ing  i rrad iated food and other  un labe l led
consumable  products .   Wi thout  c lear  labe l ing and
consumer educat ion the quest ion is  whether  the r ight  to
choose i rrad iated  food w i l l  be  yours  o r  no t .
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W e  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a m p a i g n
s t r a t e g i e s ,  w h i c h  w e  h o p e  t o  w o r k  o n  o v e r
t h e  n e x t  y e a r :
*   C o n s u m e r  a n d  Re t a i l e r  C a m p a i g n  To
i n f o r m  c o n s u m e r s  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  o f
i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d s  a n d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  r e t a i l e r s
t o  n o t  s t o c k  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .
*   P r o d u c e r  C a m p a i g n  W o r k  w i t h  p r o d u c e r s
t o  p r o m o t e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  i r r a d i a t i o n .
*   L e g i s l a t i v e  C a m p a i g n  W o r k  w i t h
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  l e g i s l a t e
c l e a r,  t r u t h f u l  a n d  n o n b i a s e d  l a b e li n g  o f  a l l
i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  e n t e r  t h e  h u m a n
f o o d  c h a i n .
*   R e l a t e d  N u c l e a r  I s s u e s  C a m p a i g n  L o b b y
t o  a m e n d  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A c t
a n d  I n t e g r a t e d  P l a n n i n g  A c t  i n  Q l d  t o
e n s u r e  a  s t a t e  b a s e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  p r o p o s e d  n u c l e a r
d e v e l o p m e n t .

T h e  c a m p a i g n  i s  a t  a  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  s t a g e .
A w a r e n e s s  o f  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n  i s  i n c r e a s i n g ,
c o n s u m e r  r e j e c t i o n  i s  o n  t h e  r i s e ,  a n d
c a m p a i g n e r s  i n  b o t h  A u s t r a l i a n  a n d  N e w
Z e a l a n d  a r e  n e t w o r k i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o
b r i n g  t h e  i s s u e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .

I r r a d i a t e d  Q l d  m a n g o e s  f o r  s a l e  i n  N e w
Z e a l a n d :   I n  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  r e c e n t  s h i p m e n t s
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o f  Q l d  m a n g o e s  i r r a d i a t e d  a t  S t e r i t e c h ’ s
N a r a n g b a  n u c l e a r  i r r a d i a t i o n  f a c i l i t y  w e r e
f o u n d  t o  h a v e  g o n e  b l o t c h y.   ( s e e  N Z  h e r a l d
a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  o r  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e )
Q l d  f a r m e r s  w e r e  s h o c k e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e i r
m a n g o e s  h a d  b e e n  i r r a d i a t e d  b e f o r e  b e i n g
e x p o r t e d  a n d  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e
r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r o d u c e .  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e
E a r t h  N Z  a r e  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

A u s t r a l i a n  H e r b a l  t e a s  a n d  r e m e d i e s  b e i n g
i r r a d i a t e d :  F o r  e x a m p l e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  h e a l t h
f o o d  s h o p s  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  r e f u s e  s t o c k i n g
i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  H i l d e  H e m m e s
H e r b a l  t e a s  a n d  t h e i r  t h e r a p e u t i c  p r o d u c t
r a n g e .   A u s t r a l i a n  c a m p a i g n e r s  w i l l  b e
w o r k i n g  o n  p r o d u c t  s p e c i f i c  a w a r e n e s s
r a i s i n g  t o  m a k e  s u r e  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  r e t a i l e r s
k n o w  t h a t  c o n s u m e r s  d o n ’ t  w a n t  t o
b u t  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s .

F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  c a n  b e
s t o p p e d !
I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m e m b e r
t h a t  i n  2 0 0 2  w h e n  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  i r r a d i a t i o n  o f
t r o p i c a l  f r u i t  w a s  u n d e r
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g
m a j o r i t y  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  o p p o s e d
f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n .   T h e  b r e a k d o w n  f o r  t h e
s e c o n d  ( a n d  f i n a l )  r o u n d  o f  p u b l i c
c o n s u l t a t i o n  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  6 5 7  s u b m i s s i o n s
o p p o s e d ,  1 6  i n  s u p p o r t .   F S A N Z  c h o o s e s  t o
d i s r e g a r d  p u b l i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  f o o d
i r r a d i a t i o n ,  b u t  w e  d o n ’ t !

T h e  s u b m i s s i o n  r e s u l t s  a r e  a  c l e a r  s i g n  t h a t
i n f o r m e d  p e o p l e  w i l l  o p p o s e  f o o d  i r r a d i a t i o n .
D e s p i t e  t h e  r e g u l a t o r y  b o d i e s ,  w e  h a v e  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s
c o n s u m e r s  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o d u c e r s  t o  l o b b y
f o r  c h a n g e  o n  a  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l
l e v e l .    T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m i g h t  a p p r o v e
i r r a d i a t i o n ,  b u t  n o  f o o d  p r o d u c e r  o r  r e t a i l e r
i s  g o i n g  t o  w a n t  t o  m a r k e t  i r r a d i a t e d  f o o d  i f
t h e y  k n o w  w e  w o n ’ t  b u t  i t .

W e  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y o n e  t o  s t a r t  a s k i n g
q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  r e t a i l  o u t l e t s  a n d  t o  v o t e
w i t h  y o u r  p o c k e t b o o k s !

P r o d u c e r s  a n d  r e t a i l e r s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  b e n e f i t i n g
f r o m  l a b e l i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e
u n p a c k a g e d  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t o  b e
i n d i v i d u a l l y  l a b e l e d ,  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  l a b e l i n g  o f
i r r a d i a t e d  “ t h e r a p e u t i c ”  p r o d u c t s ,  d o  n o t
r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  w o r d s  “ i r r a d i a t i o n ”  o r
“ r a d i a t i o n ”  w h e r e  l a b e l i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d  a n d  a l l o w
a  p o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e
p r o c e s s  o n  l a b e l s .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  l a b e l i n g  s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  o n
a l l  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  e n t e r  t h e  h u m a n
f o o d  c h a i n  a n d  t h a t  l a b e l i n g  s h o u l d  b e  n e u t r a l .
I f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a r e  c o n v i n c e d
o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e y  s h o u l d
b e  w i l l i n g  t o  l a b e l  i r r a d i a t e d  p r o d u c t s  f u l l y,

a cc u ra t e l y,  a n d  w i t h o u t  b i a s .   W e  c h a l l e n g e
t h e m  t o  d o  s o !
O n c e  w e  h a v e  c o m p l e t e  a n d  t r u t h f u l
l a b e l i n g  i n  p l a c e ,  w e  w i l l  s e e  h o w  m a n y
c o n s u m e r s  w i l l  c h o o s e  t o  s t o m a c h  i r r a d i a t e d
f o o d .

H e l p  W a n t e d !
W h a t  y o u  c a n  d o :  W e  w e l c o m e  y o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t
i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  a n d  y o u r  f e e d b a c k  o n  t h e
i s s u e s .    W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s
o r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o :  c r e a t e  a n  u p d a t e d
m e d i a  k i t ,  p r o d u c e  e a s y  t o  u s e  f a c t  s h e e t s ,  t o
c r e a t e  a n  i n f o  d i s p l a y  f o r  r e t a i l  o u t l e t s ,  n e t w o r k
w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  t o  l o b b y
p o l i t i c i a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a ,  t o  s u r v e y
i n d u s t r y  g r o u p s  o n  i r r a d i a t i o n ,  t o  u p d a t e  o r
w e b s i t e ,  t o  h e l p  w i t h  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r,  t o  e d i t  a
t o u r  v i d e o ,  a n d  t o  h e l p  o r g a n i s e  a  F o o d
I r r a d i a t i o n  t o u r  f o r  2 0 0 5  w h i c h  i n c o r p o r a t e s
N e w  Z e a l a n d .

W h y  n o t  a  s t a r t  F o o d  I r r a d i a t i o n  W a t c h  g r o u p ,
o r g a n i s e  a n  e v e n t ,  o r  s p r e a d  t h e  w o r d  i n  y o u r
o w n  r e g i o n .   W e  c a n  s e n d  y o u  m a t e r i a l s ,
P o w e r P o i n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  l e a f l e t s ,  p e t i t i o n s ,

v i d e o s .   W e  c a n  h e l p  y o u
o r g a n i s e  a  t a l k  ­  o r  f i n d  a
r e l e v a n t  s p e a k e r   -  o r  w e
m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  y o u
o u r s e l v e s !
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